
Aster Angagaw new book “We Are So Much More” and her previous role in 

Higher 15 Prison, Addis Abeba Ethiopia during Durge Red Terror in 1977/1978.  

https://www.facebook.com/168815933229470/posts/4627526260

691726/ 
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NEXT WEEK! 

[VIRTUAL EVENT] Tuesday Feb 22, 6:00PM - 7:00PM 

Aster Angagaw discusses her new book, "We Are So Much More". Drawing from interviews with 

18 senior women executives at top global companies, Aster has identified 7 dimensions of 

success for professional women.  

Aster Angagaw is the former president of ServiceMaster Brands. In 2020, she guided the sale of 

SMB to a private equity firm for $1.6 billion. Prior to ServiceMaster, 

Aster served in a series of senior executive roles at Sodexo SA.  
 

Aster has been named multiple times to Black Enterprise 

magazine’s list of the Most influential Black Executives in Corporate 

America and Most Powerful Women in Business, as well as Savoy 

magazine’s list of the Top Influential Women in Corporate America. 

Register here: https://hcdc.clubs.harvard.edu/article.html?aid=2240 
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[VIRTUAL] “We Are So Much More: Integrating the 7 Dimensions of 

Success for Women Leaders to Thrive at Work and in Life – Book Talk with 

Author Aster Angagaw” 
 

Succeeding in business and in life as a woman is a challenge. Many women, especially women of 

color, have sacrificed relationships, interests, personal growth, and even their health to advance 

their careers.  

 
Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 at 6:00 - 7:00pm ET 

Location: Virtual via Zoom 
  

We Are So Much More features eighteen other remarkable female executives across ten countries from 

Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, and South America—global leaders from Adidas, Herman Miller, Mars Inc., Amgen, Sodexo, CBS, General Electric, and more. 

All share their stories and speak openly about their choices, setbacks, and regrets. 

 

This book integrates these amazing stories, including Aster’s own, and distills their collected global wisdom around seven es sential dimensions that hold the key to 

having it all. Across countries, class, and color, when we live with intention, We Are So Much More.  

 

Aster Angagaw is an Ethiopian-American Black woman who put herself through college and eventually became CEO of Healthcare North America at Sodexo and 

then President of ServiceMaster Brands—both multibillion-dollar companies. She is the seventh of ten children, born and raised in Ethiopia during a time when her 

parents faced tremendous struggles. In the face of many challenges, her mother, whom her children lovingly called Etaba (mean ing “big sister”), was the glue that held 

the family together. Aster shares Etaba’s profound wisdom throughout this book. Through hard work and her mother’s inspiration, Aster continued her lifelong 

journey for growth, earned a BA in organizational management from Eastern University and an executive MBA from Temple University, and became a graduate of 

the Harvard University Advanced Management Program. Today, she has more than twenty-five years of senior leadership experience in global multibillion-dollar 

corporations. 
  

Fee:  

Harvard Club Members and their Guests: Free 

Nonmembers: $15 
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“ This World is not My Home” 

 

Aster Angagaw’s “We are so much more” book will  be inaugurated  in 

the coming few days. When we look at this information it will take us 

many years back in Ethiopia during the “Red Terror” in the late 70s. For 

some of us who were victims, the “Red Terror”  still brings nightmares to 

us. Aster Angagaw was one of the participants of the people who tortured 

many innocent children and young adults. 

 

We, the survivors of the “Red Terror”, vividly remember Aster Angagaw 

torturing people at Higher 15. She was young and slender at the time. 

During the Durge “Red Terror” in 1978 many children and young adults 

were tortured and killed around the country and at the notorious Higher 

15. Also Aster Angagaw at Higher 15 with other torturers used to take food and other belongings 

from the prisoners by force and intimidation and give them to prison authorities. She also helped 

Higher 15’s top Red Terror committee killers (Basaznew Bayisa, Kefelegn Alemu, Asamnew 

Abebe, Belay Samuel, Asefa Lema, Tensaie, Ketema Teshome, Zeamanuel) by going around the 

city to bring in many children to Higher 15. We the survivors of Higher 15 will never forget the 

torture and the abuse Aster Angagaw and the group she was part of inflicted on us.  

Aster Angagaw lost her brother, Daniel Angagaw, in Assimba. At Higher 15, 

Aster with her friend, the well known torturer Aynshet (she is lived in 

Texas?), tortured many. At the time  she was with other Higher 15 torturers 

like Mestwat Debebe, Surafel Weldemichael, Demisie Zergaw, Solomon 

Berhe, Jambo, and Shanke. Aster Angagaw who was a well known torturer is 

now inaugurating a book where nobody knows her ugly history. 

 

mailto:caren@harvard-dc.org
mailto:president@harvard-dc.org


Because of her we lost many innocent lives. Now she is telling us we are many in her book. Even 

though we don’t know what profession she is in, it hurts when she is praised by many. 44 years 

ago Aster, who was one of our torturers, now transformed to become an author. We just try to 

tell who Aster was to her fans. When I asked one of the survivors of Higher 15 about Aster 

Angagaw, he said to me “when she would come to our room to sing ‘this world is not my home’ 

she meant that we had no hope and that we would be killed” 

Aster Angagaw was one of the aides of Kefelegn Alemu Worku, who killed by his own 

admission, about 200 people at Higher 15 and now serving time in a Colorado prison. Even 

though Aster Angagaw used technology to change her facial appearance mimicking Michael 

Jackson, for us she is the same Aster Angagaw we knew at Higher 15. 

 

Kiflu Ketema and Nesibu Sibhat 

February 21, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HarvardDC/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUASMe2TEMzcI3SWWxmvILttftxUqE3Ex3eSzwl0g41t68jmpVM1xYphX4DqqGOU9HYdALLdQcSIVW3uv3y_SgmAx3oCr1TggQVxqfgQzXswqlrUhU5P15iuarlbdj3tBsdWp8b51WpwvZM4YdjtHUN&__tn__=%3C%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/HarvardDC/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUASMe2TEMzcI3SWWxmvILttftxUqE3Ex3eSzwl0g41t68jmpVM1xYphX4DqqGOU9HYdALLdQcSIVW3uv3y_SgmAx3oCr1TggQVxqfgQzXswqlrUhU5P15iuarlbdj3tBsdWp8b51WpwvZM4YdjtHUN&__tn__=%3C%2CP-R

