
 

Kefelegn Alemu Worku, Ethiopian 

Immigrant Accused Of Torture, Arrested 

After Chance Encounter At Aurora Cafe  

By P. SOLOMON BANDA 09/04/12 10:34 PM ET  

DENVER -- A chance encounter at a restaurant in a Denver suburb led to the arrest of an 

Ethiopian immigrant who authorities say tortured political prisoners decades ago in his 
home country, according to testimony from a Department of Homeland Security official 

Tuesday. 

The man authorities identify as Kefelegn Alemu Worku (kah-FEH'-lun ah-LEE'-moo 
WER'-koo) pleaded not guilty to U.S. immigration charges and denied that he is a former 
guard at a prison know for atrocities and human rights abuses. 

"He denies all of it," said Matthew Golla, a federal public defender, outside of court. He 
called his client "Mr. Doe" during the hearing. 

The man entered his plea in federal court before being ordered held without bail by a 
judge who noted that he is accused of using several aliases. U.S. Magistrate Judge 

Kristen Mix also said the man faces serious accusations involving a detention center 
known as Higher 15. It was established during the late 1970s in a campaign known as the 

Red Terror, an effort the global watchdog group Human Rights Watch has called "one of 
the most systematic uses of mass murder by a state ever witnessed in Africa." 

Worku was spotted by happenstance and confronted in May 2011 in a suburban Denver 
restaurant by a former prisoner who recognized him as a Higher 15 guard, said Homeland 

Security Agent Jeffrey Lembke, who did not elaborate. 

The Cozy Cafe in an Aurora, Colo., is a hangout for Ethiopian immigrants in the Denver 
area, said restaurant manager Girma Baye. 

The man identified as Worku was a regular at the restaurant and was known as Tufa, said 

Baye. 

The Ethiopian immigrant, who says he escaped from the prison in 1979, went to 
authorities with his suspicions, leading to the investigation that resulted in the man's 

arrest last month, Lembke said. 
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Two other Ethiopian immigrants, who say they also were held at the prison, identified the 
suspect as Worku in a photo lineup. None of the three have been identified except by 

initials. 

These men had "a very strong reason to remember, even though it was 30 years ago," said 
federal prosecutor Brenda Taylor in court. 

The three immigrants told authorities the man they identified as Worku participated in 

beatings and torture sessions that included a cattle prod, rifle butts, whips and pipes. They 
also said he threatened at least one witness with an AK-47 at the prison where detainees 

were regularly beaten and executed. 

Golla said his client has lived peacefully in Denver for eight years and should be 
released. He said his client has worked at Denver International Airport and is currently 
employed with a parking lot company. 

The man has been charged with unlawfully procuring citizenship or naturalization and 

aggravated identity theft. If convicted of both, he faces up to 12 years in prison and fines 
of up to $500,000. 

See Next Page 
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ARAPAHOE COUNTY - The 9Wants to Know investigators have learned U.S. Federal 
agents arrested a man who they believe is a war criminal from Ethiopia convicted of 

killing 101 people and torturing many others.  

Kefelegn Alemu Worku went by the name Tufa or Habteab Berhe Temanu, according to 
federal agents and federal court documents reviewed by 9Wants to Know. Immigration 

Customs Enforcement arrested Worku was arrested Aug. 24, but news of his arrest wasn't 
immediately made public. 

ICE agents allege Worku stole an identity and forged his citizenship application to be 

able to get into the United States. Federal prosecutors charged him with unlawful 
procurement of citizenship or naturalization and aggravated identity theft. If convicted he 
could be sentenced to 10 years in prison. It's not clear whether he could be deported back 

to Ethiopia. 

Worku lived in a second-floor apartment at 8861 East Florida Avenue in Arapahoe 
County, near Florida Avenue and Parker Road. 

Girma Baye manages Kozy Café near Havana Street and 1st Avenue, where Worku was a 

near-daily customer. 

"He's about 60-65 years old," Baye said. "He's a very nice guy. He's always fun." 

Baye said he was shocked to learn what prosecutors claim is in Worku's past. 

ICE agents were tipped off about Worku in May of 2011 after an Ethiopian native who 
lived in Denver, recognized Worku as a guard in the prison where he was an inmate. The 

man also told federal agents that he personally watched Worku torture fellow prisoners. 

Prosecutors conducted an investigation and now believe Worku worked as a high ranking 
prison official in the "Higher 15" prison which house about 1,500 political prisoners 
during the reign of President Mengistu, often referred to the "Red Terror." 

"It was a period of systematized, institutionalized terror. It was not random, accidental or 
a little here or there, it was systematized institutionalized, government sponsored reign of 
terror," University of Denver Professor Peter Van Arsdale said. 

Van Arsdale, who wrote "Forced to Flee: Human Rights and Humans Wrongs in Refugee 

Homelands," has traveled multiple times to Ethiopia. 

As federal investigators looked into Worku's past, they reached other people who also 
said they recognized Worku from prisons. 

"These aren't huge prisons like Supermax or others here in Colorado. These are small 

buildings out in the courtryside with barbed wire," Van Arsdale told 9Wants to Know 
investigative reporter Jace Larson. 
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Investigators say they discovered a news article which indicates a prison guard from 
Higher 15 named Kefelegn Alemu was sentenced to the death penalty in absentia for 

executing 101 people. 

9Wants to Know discovered a 2001 British Broadcast Corporation article which says the 
sentence was handed down by the Sixth Criminal Bench of the Federal High Court. It 

says Kefelegn Alemu was found guilty of ordering, coordinating and participating in the 
execution of 101 people. 

The article does not mention Worku's last name. Van Arsdale, the professor from 

University of Denver, says it is Ethiopian custom to refer to someone - even the president 
- by only the first name and not use the last name. 

Customs agents discovered Worku used a fraudulent name to immigrate to the United 
States on July 12, 2004 as a refugee along with four children to live with a fifth child 

already in the United States. 

When agents interviewed the unnamed, fifth child they say he admitted his real father 
wasn't mentally or physically able to immigrate to the United States. The children were 

worried their father's health would jeopardize their changes of immigrating to the United 
States so they recruited Worku to assume the identity of their father in the refugee 
process. 

Worku's public defender told 9Wants to Know Thursday that he is not in a position to 
comment on the case. 

Worku is scheduled to appear for a detention hearing in federal court in Denver Tuesday. 

Have a comment or tip for investigative reporter Jace Larson? Call him at 303-871-

1432 or e-mail him  

jace.larson@9news.com 

See Next Page 
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 Ethiopian immigrant's past revealed with 5 words: "I think I know you" 

An Ethiopian immigrant known as John Doe admits in a letter to a federal judge that he is 
Kefelegn Alemu Worku, who prosecutors think tortured and killed dozens of political 
prisoners in his home country in the 1970s. 

Worku, who was living in the metro area under the name Habteab Berhe Temanu, has 

been behind bars for almost 11 months on charges that he lied on immigration 
documents. 

"I am not Habteab Berhe Temanu or 'John Doe,' " Worku said in a handwritten letter to 

Senior U.S. District Judge John Kane dated June 23 and filed in the Doe case. 

"My name is Kefelegne-Alemu-Worku. ... I lied to U.S. gov't officials and I accepted 
documents that were not rightfully mine. This was wrong and I apologize for my errors I 

simpley wanted to live in America." 

Prosecutors say they think that Worku took part in Ethiopia's Red Terror, a purge of those 
suspected of opposing a Marxist regime that seized power in the 1970s. It isn't known 
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how many Ethiopians were arrested, imprisoned, tortured and killed during the period, 
but some estimates reach into the hundreds of thousands. 

Worku is scheduled to be tried in U.S. District Court in Denver on Aug. 12. Instead of 

going to trial, he wants to plead guilty at a hearing scheduled for Thursday. 

And he wants to do so despite what his public defenders say, he said in the letter. "With 
this letter I plead guilty to count one and three regardless of my attorneys intervention." 

His lawyer, Matthew C. Golla, didn't return a call for comment. 

Kane has already made clear that he won't rely on recommended federal sentencing 

guidelines, which would amount to time served, in sentencing Worku. 

"I am an old man. I have already passed extra four months more valuable to me than the 
young man," Worku said in a second letter to Kane, dated July 3. 

In 2001, a British Broadcasting Corporation report, citing Ethiopian media, said a former 

guard at the prison, Kefelegn Alemu, was convicted in absentia of participating in the 
deaths of 101 people. He was ordered hanged if he were ever found. 

Worku entered the United States as early as 2002, according to a court document. Jeff 

Dorschner, a spokesman for the U.S. attorney's office, said prosecutors are not sure about 
Worku's age. 

Worku had been working as a parking attendant in the Denver area, and he was arrested 

in 2012 after someone recognized him at a restaurant in Aurora. 

Tom McGhee: 303-954-1671, tmcghee@denverpost.com or twitter.com/dpmcghee 
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Ethiopian immigrant Kiflu Ketema, 58, in May 2011 spotted countryman and accused 
war criminal Kefelegne Alemu Worku, who had taken refuge in the Denver area. (Grant 

Hindsley, The Denver Post) 
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 Denver jurors convict man accused of being Ethiopian prison torturer 
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For nearly 10 years, Habteab Berhe Temanu surrounded himself with fellow Ethiopian 

immigrants in the Denver area, sharing meals, swapping jokes and immersing himself in 
the ways of the old country. It took another immigrant, Kiflu Ketema, just five words to 
expose the terrible truth that Temanu had been hiding in plain sight from his former 

countrymen. 

"I think I know you," Ketema told him in a chance encounter while smoking a cigarette 
outside an Ethiopian restaurant in Aurora. 
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Those who knew Temanu say he never spoke of the past. This week, it became clear 
why: He was living under an assumed name, with a buried past and secrets that could 

send him to the gallows in Ethiopia. 

After 11 months of denials, Temanu finally  

 
Gaddis Ahmed manages an Ethiopian grocery store called Megenagna. Denver-area 

residents who knew Kefelegne Alemu Worku say he was funny and social. (Grant 
Hindsley, The Denver Post) 

admitted what a shocked Ketema had discovered. Temanu told a federal judge that he is 
Kefelegne Alemu Worku, a notorious guard accused of torturing and killing dozens of 
political prisoners during Ethiopia's Red Terror in the 1970s. 

Worku is now in federal custody in Denver, accused of falsifying immigration documents 
and using another man's identification to gain citizenship in the United States. 

"My name is Kefelegne-Alemu-Worku. ... I lied to U.S. gov't officials and I accepted 
documents that were not rightfully mine," Worku said in a handwritten note to the judge. 

"This was wrong and I apologize for my errors I simpley wanted to live in America." 

Senior U.S. District Judge John Kane told Worku in court on Thursday that he could face 
up to 20 years in prison, prompting Worku to withdraw an offer to plead guilty and to say 

he wants to go to trial instead. 

Kane told him that if he pleaded guilty, the judge would have to revoke his citizenship 
and he would be subject to deportation to Ethiopia, where he has been tried in absentia 
and sentenced to death. 

Worku, believed to be in his 60s, told the judge that although he now admitted his true 

identity, he would never admit to atrocities. "Whatever I did, I did because of a difficult 
situation I was in," he said. 

He was not an official of the government, he said, and as far as his conduct during the 

1970s goes, "I am only a very small fish."  

"What is going on here now is a pattern of revenge of what we did to each other at that 
time," he said through an interpreter. 

The past that Worku has tried so hard to forget confronted him on May 6, 2011, outside 
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the Cozy Cafe, one of the many Ethiopian restaurants in the Denver area. 

Ketema's brother had summoned him to the restaurant after seeing what looked like a 
familiar face. 

"I think I know you," Ketema told Worku. 

"No," replied Worku.  

When Ketema told his former jailer he had been a prisoner at Kefetegna 15, a makeshift 
prison in Addis Ababa during Ethiopia's Red Terror, Worku insisted he was mistaken.  

"No, maybe it could have been my brother," Ketema recalls him saying. 

"I said, 'You were there,' " and the man Ketema calls a "monster" began to tremble, the 

58-year-old Ketema said Thursday.  

When he was 22, Ketema spent 19 months in the prison. He said many of his friends died 
at the hands of the Marxist government. 

More than three decades after Ketema escaped the prison, he said, Worku was instantly 

recognizable. He hadn't changed, and even his voice sounded the same, he said.  

Ketema eventually brought his suspicions to the FBI and federal prosecutors, who 
showed him pictures of Worku. 

"Yes, that is him," he recalled telling them. 

People who knew Worku in Denver under the different name said he was funny and 

social, hanging out in Ethiopian restaurants, attending cultural events and inviting guests 
to his apartment. 

Girma Baye, manager of the Cozy Cafe, said Worku came in several times a week 
starting about 2003 or 2004. Baye still thinks of the friendly old man by his assumed 

name. 

"I still know him as Tufa," he said, seated by the door in the strip-mall restaurant. "To me 
that's who he is. You're only a witness if you saw something. All we really know for sure 

is that there was a civil war and lots of people died." 

"His personality was the best," Baye said. "He was always playing, always friendly, 
always having fun. We didn't even think of him as an old man. He was just Tufa." 

But, Baye said, "He never told me anything that happened in his past." 

Those who encountered Worku at the infamous prison in Ethiopia say they will never 



forget him. They say Worku was known as a guard to avoid, a man with a temper and 
what one of his former prisoners called a "thirst for blood." 

The younger brother of Berye H. Mariam, a 14-year-old allegedly tortured and shot by 

Worku at the prison 36 years ago, spoke to The Denver Post on condition of anonymity 
because of "old political grudges" that survive even here in Denver. 

He vividly recalls the day he said Worku was drunk and ordered his brother removed 

from the cinder-block, windowless prison where 50 men and boys slept on the floor and 
lived in squalor. He soon learned that his brother had been beaten and shot to death. 

"In that prison, you could see things every day that you couldn't believe humans could do 

to other humans," the man said. 

Does he wish for justice for his brother and fellow inmates? 

"The most important thing is not revenge, but a person like this, who killed so many 
people like my brother, is not rewarded with being able to live in the greatest country in 

the world," he said. "Closure, however, is that he gets the justice he deserves." 

Nebiyu Asfaw, an Ethiopian community organizer, said Worku's capture has symbolic 
meaning for those who lived through the times. 

"It shows justice always prevails," he said. "After killing so many people, it catches up 
with you and that you can't hide from the truth, and you can't hide from justice. It's really 

symbolic for a whole lot of people." 

He estimated there are more than 30,000 people of Ethiopian descent in the Denver area. 
He said there are 17 Ethiopian restaurants in the region, a testament to the depth of the 

culture. 

"There's not an Ethiopian family who lived there in the '70s who isn't affected by this," 
said Asfaw, who was born in Ethiopia. "His capture and ultimate justice being served 

should be seen as justice being served around the world, in Africa and especially in 
Ethiopia." 

Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a global human-rights 
organization named for the famous hunter of Nazi war criminals, said it's critically 

important to victims, their loved ones and society to bring war criminals to justice. 

"It's important not just for what happened yesterday but for what might happen 
tomorrow," he said. "It sends a message that if you're going to be a mass murderer or a 

war criminal, people are never going to forget. If you're smart enough to hide out for a 
few decades, it doesn't mean someone isn't coming for you." 

He laughed at the notion that Worku might be claiming he was just following orders in 



the heat of war. 

"That's what they all say, that's the oldest excuse," he said. "In prosecuting Nazis, they 
were all following orders or they were in the kitchen. I've never seen so many short-order 

cooks." 

Worku, who has been in custody for nearly a year under the name John Doe, still wants 
to avoid discussion of the past, said his federal public defender, Matthew Golla. He is 

concerned about witnesses who could come forward at his sentencing to talk about 
brutality he allegedly engaged in as a prison guard. 

"Mr. Doe wants to plead guilty and get sentenced without the government bringing 

witnesses," Golla said Thursday. But those witnesses will be heard either at his 
sentencing if he pleads or at trial, Golla said. "I can't prevent that." 

Worku is scheduled to go to trial on Oct. 7.  

Tom McGhee: 303-954-1671, tmcghee@ denverpost.com or twitter.com/dpmcghee 
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A woman walks in July 2013 past the Cozy Cafe in Aurora frequented by alleged 
Ethiopian war criminal Kefelegn Alemu Worku. (Grant Hindsley, Denver Post file) 
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Kefelegn Alemu Worku (Provided by federal authorities ) 
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The prosecutor in the trial of an Ethiopian accused of taking part in torture and murder 
during political upheaval in the African nation told jurors Monday that they will hear 

from some of those who witnessed his blood-thirsty reign at a prison there.  

Kefelgn Alemu Worku is charged with coming into the United States illegally. Among 
the false statements he is accused of making in applying for naturalization is the answer 

"no" he gave to this question: "Have you ever persecuted (either directly or indirectly) 
any person because of race, religion, national origin ... or political opinion?" Assistant 

U.S. Attorney Brenda Taylor said.  

The stories of those who survived their time at "Higher 15," the prison in Addis Ababa 
where he was a guard, will show that he lied, Taylor told jurors on Monday, the first day 
of Alemu Worku's trial in U.S. District Court in Denver.  

Matthew Golla, the defense attorney for Alemu Worku, also known as John Doe, said he 

doesn't doubt that "wicked" things were done in the Ethiopian prison during the late 
1970s, a period known as the Red Terror.  

"The facts will show that this man had no part in that," Golla, an assistant federal 
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defender, told jurors. "I think the evidence will show their identifications are suspect." 

One witness will be Samuel Habteab Berhe, who immigrated from East Africa in 1995, 
Taylor said. When war broke out between Ethiopia and Eritrea, Habteab Berhe arranged 

for his father, who was Eritrean, and four younger siblings to go to Kenya. "But there was 
a problem," Taylor said.  

His father was ill — mentally and physically — and it was his status as an Eritrean that 

would make it possible for the family to immigrate to the United States, Taylor said. 
Habteab Berhe's brothers and sisters met Alemu Worku, whom they knew as "Tufa," and 

enlisted him to act as their father, Habteab Berhe Temanu, during the immigration 
process. 

"His children made an impossible choice and sent their father back to Eritrea," Taylor 
said. 

He died in 2005. 

The family and Alemu Worku came to the U.S. in 2004.  

In return for testifying against Alemu Worku, prosecutors have promised that Habteab 
Berhe and his siblings will not be prosecuted for lying during the immigration process, 
Taylor said.  

Golla said that the evidence will show that Habteab Berhe and his family members 

"engaged in deceit in order to come to the United States."  

Kiflu Ketema, 58, who spent 18 months at the prison, reported to federal authorities in 
2012 that Alemu Worku was living in the U.S., after his brother told him he had seen the 

parking attendant at the Cozy Cafe, an Aurora restaurant.  

When Ketema, who is expected to testify, arrived at the cafe, he spotted Alemu Worku, 
believed to be in his late 60s, outside the restaurant, he said in a recent interview. His 

appearance and even his voice had changed little.  

When Ketema confronted him, the man denied being Alemu Worku. "He said, "No, 
maybe it could have been my brother,' " Ketema remembered.  

Tom McGhee: 303-954-1671, tmcghee@denverpost.com 
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The children of Habteab Berhe Temanu on Tuesday explained in a Denver courtroom the 

stark choice they faced when they recruited a man to act as their father in order to come 
to the United States.  

If they stayed in Nairobi, Kenya, where they were living illegally after fleeing Ethiopia, 

they could be deported to Eritrea, their father's original home, and pressed into military 
service and killed. 

mailto:tmcghee@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:
mailto:tmcghee@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=5465121
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_24282616/witness-glad-face-ethiopian-accused-torture-murder?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_24274576/agents-found-mail-name-ethiopian-man-suspected-torture?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_24256358/denver-trial-ethiopian-suspected-torture-mass-murder-begins?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_23734840/denver-metro-area-home-30-000-ethiopians-eritreans?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_23645064/red-terror-killed-thousands?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_23642736/ethiopian-suspected-atrocities-homeland-will-go-trial?source=pkg
http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_23636377/ethiopian-immigrant-admits-being-guard-accused-killing-prisoners?source=pkg


They said they didn't know anything about the past of the man they recruited, Kefelgn 
Alemu Worku, who is now on trial on immigration-fraud charges. He is accused of being 

a notorious prison guard in Ethiopia who killed and brutalized inmates. 

The siblings needed a head of household to emigrate, but their father suffered dementia.  

"He kept forgetting our names," said Amanuel Habteab Berhe, 29. 

So they found a broker who would enlist another Ethiopian refugee to act as their father. 
That man, whom they knew as "Tufa," was Alemu Worku. 

The government has granted Amanuel and his siblings immunity from prosecution to 

testify about their part in Alemu Worku's immigration.  

Prosecutors say Alemu Worku was a guard at "Higher 15," a prison operated by the 
Marxist military dictatorship that initiated a bloodbath known as the Red Terror in 

Ethiopia in the late 1970s.  

Another witness, Kiflu Ketema, 58, who spent 18 months at the "Higher 15" prison in 
Addis Ababa, said Alemu Worku was the most feared man in the prison, where guards 

routinely tortured and murdered political prisoners. "He was a big fish, he was the most 
feared person in 'Higher 15,' " he said under questioning by Alemu Worku's lawyer, 
Matthew Golla. 

Through tears, he described watching as prisoners were beaten on the soles of their feet 

and burned with cigarettes.  

"It was horrible," he said.  
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Two witnesses described savage beatings they received at an Ethiopian prison more than 

30 years ago and told jurors that the gray-haired defendant charged with immigration 
fraud was among those who tortured them.  

Berhan Dargie, 62, was a law student in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 1977 when he was 

arrested by a group of armed men and taken to "Higher 15," a prison operated by the 
Marxist military dictatorship.  
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The beating, at first with fists and feet, started when he arrived and didn't end for almost 
12 hours. By then, his hands were swollen to the size of boxing gloves; his feet, back and 

face were torn and bloody; and toenails had been torn out, he said.  

About three hours into the beating, the man he identified as Kefelgn Alemu Worku 
entered. "He had a machine gun and brought it down on my head, and he shouted, 'Tell 

the truth,' " Dargie said in a Denver courtroom.  

Dargie said he was stripped to his underwear, his wrists and ankles tied together, his 
chest bearing the weight of his body.  

Alemu Worku ordered one of the guards to bring a bottle of water and "a special 

instrument," then poured the water on Dargie's feet and began to beat the soles. "You feel 
it not only in your feet but all over your body. It was so unbearable," Dargie said.  

When the abuse was finished for the night, other prisoners carried him to a tiny cell 
crowded with about 10 others. "The prisoners opened up space for me at last, so I could 

stretch my legs and lie down."  

Nesibu Sibhat, now 49, was only 14 — and a member of a youth group affiliated with the 
opposition party — when he was taken to the same prison.  

He recounted how two men tied his hands to his feet and delivered a similar beating for 

six hours as his sister watched in horror. One of the men, he said, was Kefelgn Alemu 
Worku. The trial continues on Thursday. 
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A witness at the trial of an Ethiopian accused of mass murder said Thursday she saw him 
shoot two people to death and then order another prisoner to lap blood from the floor.  

Abebech Demissie, 53, said she witnessed Kefelgn Alemu Worku, who is on trial in U.S. 

District Court in Denver for immigration fraud, shoot the teenage boys while she was a 
prisoner at the "Higher 15" prison in Addis Ababa during the late 1970s.  
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That same day, he shot another boy in the stomach who was alive when he was taken 
from the room, she said.  

"I'm glad to be here today, I'm glad to face you. You don't have a gun anymore," she told 

him after U.S. District Judge John Kane ordered Alemu Worku to face her so she could 
identify him.  

Demissie said she was taken into a room at the prison where several boys were standing 

by a wall. Another was lying on his back bleeding, and Alemu Worku was sitting on a 
table with a Kalashnikov rifle and another gun beside him.  

He ordered guards who were in the room to "get newspaper, and put it on his wounds and 

light it on fire," Demissie said. The boy, whose name was Gezaw, yelled "EPRP will be 
the winner!" a reference to the Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Party, a political party 
that opposed the military dictatorship, she said.  

She made a low, trilling noise as she described the sound of the machine gun drilling 

bullets into the child's body.  

A second boy began to plead for his life, telling Alemu Worku that he was an only child. 
Alemu Worku, who was in charge of the prison in Addis Ababa, shot him in the stomach. 

"The boy was begging him even after he has bullet in his stomach. He was sitting right 
there but enjoying his begging." 

Then he shot a third teen, and when one of the other boys fell down, he ordered him to 

"drink that blood," she said.  

The next day, she said, he ordered her to write down the names of those he had killed. 
"He doesn't even remember the names," she said.  

Demissie, who lives in San Jose, Calif., is the fifth Ethiopian to go on the stand and 
identify Alemu Worku as the man who tortured and killed at the prison during a reign of 

terror in the East African country.  

Each has said they were contacted by a Homeland Security Investigations agent after his 
arrest on immigration charges and asked to look at a photo lineup that included his 

picture. 

The agents who showed them the mugshots testified that each one quickly identified the 
correct picture as the suspect. A sixth Ethiopian witness said he was not sure when he 

saw the picture that it was Alemu Worku but identified the defendant at the trial. 

Alemu Worku, who has sat stone-faced through the four days of the trial, looked at 
witnesses only when Kane ordered him to turn toward them so they could identify him. 
Alemu Worku is accused of concealing his identity and lying to gain entrance to the 

United States. 
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In questioning each witness, Matthew Golla, Alemu Worku's federal public defender, has 
asked them to describe what the defendant looked like 36 years ago, questioning their 

ability to accurately identify him. "I can't delete what I have in my memory," Demissie 
told him.  

Tom McGhee: 303-954-1671, tmcghee@denverpost.com or twitter.com/dpmcghee 
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A metro Denver man accused of being a notorious prison guard who killed and tortured 

inmates in Ethiopia was convicted on immigration fraud charges by a federal jury on 
Friday. 

U.S. government prosecutors said Kefelgn Alemu Worku lied about his past and stole 

another man's identity to come to Colorado in 2004 as a refugee and then gain 
citizenship. 
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"We ask you to finally tell this defendant that he is guilty and that he can no longer hide 
in plain sight in this country," assistant U.S. attorney Brenda Taylor told jurors before 

they began deliberating around noon. 

It took jurors just three hours to convict Alemu Work on three counts of immigration 
fraud — which involved statements that he never participated in persecution. He could 

face up to 22 years in prison and possible deportation after his release. His sentencing is 
scheduled for Dec. 19. 

The verdict stands as a landmark for refugees from Ethiopia, Rwanda and elsewhere who 

endured horrible abuse and still have suspicions about fellow immigrants with shady 
backgrounds back home. 

"I saw many people being tortured by him. He killed one of my best friends," said Kiflu 
Ketema, a 58-year-old Ethiopian immigrant who spotted Alemu Worku outside a 

restaurant in Aurora and alerted authorities. 

"Just put him in jail here and then send him back," Ketema said. "I don't want to see him 
walking the streets again. I left my country because of him. I don't want to see him here." 

There are about 30,000 Ethiopian-Americans in Denver, many of whom packed U.S. 

District Court Judge John Kane's courtroom Friday. Among them, Alemu Worku is 
widely known as a former cruel prison guard who called himself Tufa in Colorado, said 

Wanaw Beleta, 48, who was imprisoned himself and whose brother was tortured at the 
"Higher 15" prison where Alemu Worku is accused of committing atrocities. 

Alemu Worku escaped notice for seven years because he hung mostly with teenagers and 
avoided Ethiopians who remember, Beleta said. "Every community has some of these 

people who don't go to church, always hiding. In the future, I hope, just like this, they go 
to court." 

A white-haired man in his 60s, Alemu Worku sat silently through closing arguments of 

his week-long trial, arms folded, tilting his head forward as he listened through earphones 
to translated proceedings.  

He admitted, in a note to Kane, to lying about his identity but denied committing 
atrocities. 

A handwritten document from Ethiopia, obtained by federal investigators, said Alemu 
Worku was tried in absentia and sentenced to hang for war crimes.  

U.S. Homeland Security officials would pursue post-sentence deportation, but might not 
be able to do so if immigration authorities found it likely Alemu Worku would face 

wrongful persecution or death in Ethiopia. 
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The federal prosecutors' case against Alemu Worku focused on immigration violations. 
Prosecutors saw no clear jurisdiction to prosecute human rights violations, which 

happened in Ethiopia during the 1970s under the former "Derg" dictatorship. 

Taylor and special assistant Lillian Alvares, an Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
attorney, summarized evidence they presented this past week: that Alemu Worku fled to 

Kenya and used the identity of Habteab Berhe Temanu, a man caught up in war in 
Eritrea, to gain entry into the U.S. as a refugee. He came to Colorado with Temanu's 
three children, who lived with Alemu Worku here for several months — not revealing his 

fraud for fear their participation in his lies would jeopardize their own futures. 

Federal prosecutors promised the Temanu children immunity in return for testimony. 

"Tufa used their father's identity, but he is not Habteab Berhe Temanu...," Alvares told 
jurors. "If he had nothing to hide, he would have used his true name. 

"Shine the light on this defendant," she said. "This defendant must not remain hidden." 

During the trial, torture survivors identified Alemu Worku in the courtroom and testified 
in detail of extreme degradation of prisoners, torture with sticks, executions — leaving 
physical scars and haunting them daily in America. 

A Derg-run network of prisons around Ethiopia, under dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam, 

was used systematically against Ethiopians associated with pro-democracy political 
opposition. 

Alemu Worku's deception disintegrated after May 2011, when a chat over cigarettes 

outside the Cozy Cafe, an Ethiopian restaurant in Aurora, led to fellow immigrant Kiflu 
Ketema, a torture survivor, identifying Alemu Worku as a guard who led atrocities. 

On Friday, federal public defender Matthew Golla told jurors prosecutors' grant of 
immunity to Temanu's children means "their testimony should be taken with caution." 

While torture and terror no doubt happened in Ethiopia's prisons, testimony based on 35-
year-old recollections, using generalized descriptions, leaves at least a reasonable doubt 
as to Alemu Worku's guilt, Golla argued. 

The presumption of innocence "is what it is really about in America," he said. "The 

individual who did these things is not sitting in this courtroom today. It is not this man." 

Bruce Finley: 303-954-1700, twitter.com/finleybruce or bfinley@denverpost.com  
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Alex Fentia, 28, plays pool at the Cozy Cafe. He says he thought of Kefelgn Alemu 
Worku, who was recently convicted of immigration fraud, as a substitute father.  

He played the role of a jovial father figure with a new generation of Ethiopian-Americans 
in metro Denver, far from the Red Terror atrocities of another time, another continent. 

To the young men at the Cozy Cafe, Kefelgn Alemu Worku was Tufa, a paunchy, gray-
haired mentor who was quick to burst into song, sit down at the piano or settle an 

argument when others had too much to drink. They welcomed his advice, his company 
and his jokes. 
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"Work hard. This is a good place to live. Change your life," he told one of them, 34-year-
old Nas Siraj. 

Alemu Worku said he began every day in his tiny apartment with prayers. He spoke of 

saving tips collected on his Denver International Airport shuttle bus and sending the 
money each month to support the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 

What he didn't talk about was the past. 

For seven years, Alemu Worku's new identity served perfectly for hiding in plain sight 

among young men who didn't know the horrors of political torture and killing back home 
— and the many other people who didn't want to know. 

But a federal jury's conviction of Alemu Worku this month for immigration fraud — 

stealing another man's identity and concealing his bloody past to become a U.S. citizen 
— has energized a hunt by Ethiopian-Americans. They hope to expose hundreds more 
human rights violators they say are hiding in Denver and other U.S. cities. 

Those leading the hunt include torture survivors with haunting memories and scarred feet 
who have developed a website displaying scores of slain prisoners' photos and details of 
their disappearance. 

While some Ethiopian immigrants would rather not revisit the past, others are bewildered 

and disappointed that Alemu Worku was convicted on immigration-fraud charges instead 
of something more serious. 

"This guy may have killed nearly 200 people. Why didn't they charge him with war 

crimes?" said Kiflu Ketema, an Ethiopian immigrant, former political prisoner and 
Denver postal worker who launched the case against Alemu Worku. 

 
No one at the Cozy Cafe questioned why Kefelgn Alemu Worku, a man approaching 70, 
would spend so much time in an establishment where he was at least 20 years older than 

most customers. Pictured playing pool at the cafe recently are, from left, Dawit Ersaligne, 
Nate Worku and Alex Fentia. (Karl Gehring, The Denver Post) 

"At least we got something: They canceled his citizenship," Ketema said. "But 
prosecutors should have charged him with the human rights violations." 

Ketema and others say U.S. courts should be the forums for handling such matters for 
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Ethiopians, Rwandans, Haitians, Sudanese and others because justice here is more 
attainable than in foreign courts. 

There are signs that could be happening, and Ketema and other victims are eager to 

expose other suspected war criminals. 

"It is necessary to do this," Ketema said. 

Exposure, conviction 

Ketema spotted and confronted Alemu Worku outside the Cozy Cafe in Aurora in the 
spring of 2011. He then alerted federal authorities, who arrested Alemu Worku on 

immigration charges.  

For about two years, Alemu Worku denied Ketema's accusations and insisted it was a 
case of mistaken identity, that he was actually Habteab Berhe Temanu. By summer, 

expressing frustration at how his case was lagging in court, Alemu Worku sent 
handwritten letters to U.S. District Judge John Kane, admitting he had lied about his 

identity. 

In a note that ended with "Long live USA," he said he had never been arrested or 
convicted of any crimes and expressed hope his admission would allow him to be 
released from jail because of the months he had already spent behind bars. 

But in a five-day trial this month in U.S. District Court in Denver, Ketema and other 

Ethiopians stepped forward and testified about the torture and killings under Alemu 
Worku's watch at the Higher 15 prison. 

Alemu Worku was a top guard at Higher 15, one of 25 prisons in the Ethiopian capital, 

Addis Ababa, and among hundreds across the country in the 1970s. It was an urban and 
rural network that Ethiopia's dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam used to snuff out political 
opposition. 

Witnesses described seeing Alemu Worku shoot inmates, beat them with a rifle butt, 
torture and humiliate those imprisoned as political opponents to the Ethiopian regime. 

After each witness identified him in the courtroom, Alemu Worku swiveled around in his 
chair to turn his back to his accusers and their testimony. 

Jurors took three hours to convict him. Alemu Worku was immediately stripped of his 

citizenship and now faces up to 22 years in prison at his sentencing on Dec. 19, followed 
by possible deportation to Ethiopia, where a court is said to have sentenced him to hang.  

Kane on Wednesday ordered attorneys to provide full information — drawing from "the 

vast vortex" of the U.S. State Department and other federal agencies — on international 
implications of the case. Among the questions he wants answered are: What was the 
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nature of the Ethiopian court proceedings against Alemu Worku? Is he now a stateless 
person? Could he be deported to a third country? 

"I need to know what the possibilities are," Kane said. 

Emigrated to U.S. in 2004 

Ethiopia's neo-Marxist military junta fell in 1991, and Alemu Worku fled to Kenya. After 
13 years as a refugee, he connected with four teenagers who asked him to masquerade as 
their father to help them emigrate to the United States on July 12, 2004. 

He and the siblings settled into metro Denver, where an estimated 30,000 Ethiopians and 

Eritreans now live. One of the four siblings, Amanuel Habteab Berhe, remembers Alemu 
Worku as friendly, a man who loved to joke and communicated easily.  

"If you sit and make a conversation with him, you can understand he is a quick man, a 

smart man and he doesn't forget anything," Amanuel said.  

The teenagers and Alemu Worku shared an apartment in Aurora. They kept his false 
identity secret, afraid they would be deported. Eventually, with a promise of immunity 

from prosecutors, they would testify against him at his trial. 

Alemu Worku worked as a shuttle driver at DIA. He later worked for Central Parking at a 
downtown lot. 

Fellow shuttle driver Yonas Taye, 27, remembered him as friendly and quick to give 

advice on financial and legal matters. 

When Taye faced a $6,000 hospital bill, Alemu Worku opened his own wallet and asked 
others to help.  

He regularly ducked into the Cozy Cafe, an Ethiopian restaurant and hangout, blending 
into a younger man's social scene — a pool table, hookah pipes and relaxed 

conversations. 

The aroma of spice and incense wafting in the air, Alemu Worku provided a calm, 
peacemaker's voice when tempers flared. "Come on, you are not kids," he would say. 

"He told me about life, because I am young. He is like my dad," Alexander Fentia, 28, 

said in the cafe's back room, where the crack of pool balls echoed off pale-blue 
cinderblock walls.  

Sometimes he would sing songs by Tilahun Gessesse, a popular Ethiopian singer from 

the 1960s. He'd dance alone in the middle of the floor — merengue, or put his hands on 
his hips to perform Ethiopian steps. 



"He is a cool cat," said Tamrat Teffera, 33.  

Alemu Worku would usually arrive clean-shaven — often in a suit with no necktie — at 
the cafe, where coffee is served day and night. He drank Coke and the occasional beer 

and dined on savory njera round bread and spicy lamb tibs. If someone brought a 
keyboard, he would play piano.  

"He hung out with us, everybody," cafe manager Girma Baye said. 

No one at the Cozy Cafe questioned why a man approaching 70 would spend so much 

time in an establishment where he was at least 20 years older than most customers. 

"He gets along with younger people because he works with young people," Teffera said.  

The Sierra Vista apartment where federal agents arrested Alemu Worku was small, about 
500 square feet, in a building that is home to immigrants from across northeastern Africa. 

Neighbors and friends said Alemu Worku didn't talk about the past. There were no 

pictures or other mementos displayed in his apartment. 

Nazis who participated in genocide and fled to the U.S. and other countries after World 
War II also lived unremarkable lives below the radar, said Allan Ryan, a former federal 

prosecutor who tried Nazis caught in the U.S. 

"We would say, 'Did you know Ivan across the street was a war criminal?' The answer 
was always, 'He seemed like a nice guy, he kept his lawn mowed, ... gave out candy on 

Halloween. But now that you mention it, he never talked about the past,' " said Ryan, 
author of "Quiet Neighbors: Prosecuting Nazi War Criminals in America."  

Looking back, looking away 

Ethiopians who lived through Cold War-era torment often are haunted by that experience, 
even decades later. Backgrounds are murky. Details are concealed. And suspicions about 

fellow immigrants are common but seldom spoken. 

"Partly, this is their own adaptive attempt to improve things, to mediate and alleviate the 
tensions," said Peter Van Arsdale, senior lecturer and director of Africa initiatives at the 

University of Denver's Korbel School of International Studies. Author of "Forced to 
Flee" and other books on persecution, Van Arsdale formerly ran Colorado evaluations of 
refugee mental health and co-founded a torture-survivors center in Denver. 

"That's another reason why a person could hide in plain sight. Some of these things, folks 
just don't want to talk about. It is minimization to maximize success in America where so 
many immigrants are working so hard." 

Yet Ethiopians seeking treatment at the survivors center included former torturers — 



perpetrators of human rights atrocities — as well as victims, Van Arsdale said. 

And now there are efforts to look back "because some folks are seeking justice," he said. 
"They are trying to weed out these bad apples." 

At the Cozy Cafe last week, Siraj said he was surprised to learn about Alemu Worku's 
brutal past. While he spoke to a reporter, an Ethiopian businesswoman passionately 
argued that it was best to focus on the present and the future and not to dwell on past 

divisions. 

"But I think it is good to know what he did back then," Siraj said. The atrocities of the 
1970s "are going to haunt people, sooner or later. People want to learn about this. And 

people would know that there is no safe haven." 

The exposure of Alemu Worku resulted from immigrants working together, relaying 
rumors and tips. It's exactly what a group of Ethiopians is encouraging with its website, 
yatewlid.com. They are modeling their efforts on groups that have tracked Nazi war 

criminals. 

The conviction of Alemu Worku, after the jailing and deportation of an Ethiopian in 
Atlanta a few years ago, is invigorating the hunt for other suspected torturers, said Nesibu 

Sibhat, 49, a leader. 

Roughly 40 Ethiopian-Americans who lost relatives or were tortured now work as 
volunteers posting photos and details of torture and killings, said Sibhat, a Higher 15 

torture victim who testified against Alemu Worku. He told jurors how Alemu Worku beat 
him for six hours as his sister watched. 

Scores of others are suspected. Amnesty International has estimated that 150 to 1,000 
human rights abusers are living in the United States. 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security agents recently asked Ketema to pick out another 

Higher 15 guard from a photo lineup — a man who lives in Tampa, Fla., and is affiliated 
with a church there, Ketema said. And the Yatewlid group also is looking at a security 

guard in Denver and a car dealer in Washington, D.C. 

"If we are sure about it, we will report it," Sibhat said. "We will do like Worku, but we 
need to be sure first. We need information from people," he said, alleging that Alemu 

Worku was involved in about 200 killings. 

No one really knows how many people died in Ethiopia's Red Terror, but the group 
estimates that as many as 500,000 Ethiopians were killed in prisons and many more 
tortured. 

Yatewlid website operators say they hope soon to translate information in Amharic into 

http://yatewlid.com/
http://yatewlid.com/


English. Funding looms as the challenge. 

"These things require very big money," Sibhat said. "This is the beginning." 

Human rights crimes 

Even as evidence of torture and killings surfaces, the role of U.S. courts as forums for 

human rights abuses overseas remains uncertain. 

Legal scholars regard this as a growing trend that could explode. Close-knit communities 
with instant worldwide communications are increasingly capable of tracking, 
investigating and exposing suspected killers and alerting authorities. 

U.S. laws such as the Torture Victim Protection Act, Anti-Atrocity Alien Deportation Act 
and Alien Tort Statute may give a domestic basis for jurisdiction. International 
conventions and treaties against torture and extrajudicial killing offer additional options 

for prosecutors. 

"These cases have got a place in our own courts because of how heinous these crimes are. 
There are all these international conventions, and we have our own statutes," University 

of Denver international law professor Ved Nanda said. "It probably can, and should, be 
done." 

In prosecuting Alemu Worku, "we made the determination early on" to focus on 
immigration violations of lying, falsification of documents and misrepresentation, said 

Brenda Taylor, the assistant U.S. attorney who worked with immigration authorities to 
make the case. 

International law was not fully considered. Prosecuting based on immigration charges 

"was probably the most direct way," Taylor said. 

The case drew wide attention in the Ethiopian community, and Taylor acknowledged 
others are determined to seek justice. The way Alemu Worku managed to hide for so long 

suggests lessons, she said. 

"It's a lot easier to blend in than many people may think." 

Bruce Finley: 303-954-1700, bfinley@denverpost.com or twitter.com/finleybruce 
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U.S. prosecutors urge 22 years for brutal 

Ethiopian prison guard 

By Tom McGhee 
The Denver Post 

Posted:   11/14/2013 12:57:56 PM MST | Updated:   a day ago 
 

 

 
Kefelegn Alemu Worku (Provided by federal authorities ) 

 Oct 11: 
 Denver jurors convict man accused of being Ethiopian prison torturer 

 Oct 10: 
 Witness "glad to face" Ethiopian accused of torture, murder 

 Oct 9: 
 Witnesses identify man in court as one who beat them in Ethiopian jail 
 Oct 8: 

 Ethiopia's Red Terror takes center stage in Denver immigration trial 
 Oct 7: 

 Trial in Denver will spotlight terror in Ethiopia 
 Jul 26: 
 Denver metro area home to 30,000 Ethiopians, Eritreans 

 Jul 11: 
 Red Terror in Ethiopia killed thousands between 1976 and 1978 

Kefelgn Alemu Worku, an Ethiopian who tortured and killed during a period of political 

turmoil in the African nation, should get 22 years in a U.S. prison — the maximum 
sentence allowed for his immigration fraud conviction, prosecutors said in a court 
document.  

"Justice demands nothing less," according to a sentencing statement filed in U.S. District 

Court in Denver.  
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Federal sentencing guidelines for Alemu Worku's immigration violations recommend a 
sentencing range of zero to 18 months, but the law allows up to 10 years for each of two 

counts on which he was convicted, and two more years for a third.  

It is unclear if upon release from prison Alemu Worku could be deported to his own 
country, where he has been sentenced to death, according to the sentencing statement 

filed by prosecutors. 

Alemu Worku was convicted of immigration fraud last month after a five-day trial in 
which victims of Ethiopia's Red Terror testified that he was a brutal guard at the Higher 

15 prison during the late 1970s. He was convicted of assuming another man's identity and 
lying about his background. 

"While former Higher 15 prisoners in the United States continue to live every day with 
the physical aches and pains of their injuries and mental anguish resulting from their 

torture at the hands of or pursuant to the orders of the defendant, the defendant lived 
comfortably, safely, and free of any adverse consequences resulting from his commission 

of politically-motivated torture and murder during the eight years prior to his arrest in the 
United States and for unknown years in Kenya," according to the document.  

According to the sentencing statement, an Ethiopian Federal High Court convicted 
Alemu Worku in absentia of genocide on Nov. 13, 2000.  

At the time, Alemu Worku, who had been a member of the ruling Marxist Derg junta 
before it was overthrown, was apparently living as a refugee in Kenya.  

After finding that he "unjustly killed 101 ... innocent individuals and inflicted injury 
through torture," the court sentenced him to death, according to the statement.  

On release from an American prison, the Department of Homeland Security would likely 

pursue his removal to Ethiopia.  

But the deportation of Alemu Worku, who is in his mid to late 60s, poses challenges, and 
could require lengthy adjudication, the document said. 

If Ethiopia refused to take him, or he was granted protection under the international 

Convention Against Torture, it isn't clear where he could be sent, according to the 
document.  

"The duration of litigation in a removal case can range from months to several years. It is 

premature to determine now whether the defendant would be subject to detention during 
any removal proceedings."  

Though he faces a death sentence in his homeland, the last known execution in Ethiopia 
was in 2007. "Conditions in Ethiopia at the current time do not suggest that a death 

sentence would be carried out," according to the document. 
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In fact, the document said, "there is no record of Ethiopia having carried out any 
executions of former Derg members ... a number of Derg members were pardoned 

entirely and released." 

Tom McGhee: 303-954-1671, tmcghee@denverpost.com or twitter.com/dpmcghee 
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Notorious Ethiopian prison guard Worku 

sentenced to maximum 22 years 

By Kirk Mitchell 
The Denver Post 

Posted:   05/23/2014 09:22:57 AM MDT | Updated:   2 days ago 
 

 

 
Kefelegn Alemu Worku (Provided by federal authorities) 

 Nov 14: 
 U.S. prosecutors urge 22 years for brutal Ethiopian prison guard 

 Oct 11: 
 Denver jurors convict man accused of being Ethiopian prison torturer 

 Oct 10: 
 Witness "glad to face" Ethiopian accused of torture, murder 
 Oct 9: 

 Witnesses identify man in court as one who beat them in Ethiopian jail 
 Oct 8: 

 Ethiopia's Red Terror takes center stage in Denver immigration trial 
 Oct 7: 
 Trial in Denver will spotlight terror in Ethiopia 

 Jul 26: 
 Denver metro area home to 30,000 Ethiopians, Eritreans 

A woman who was beaten routinely by a notorious Ethiopian prison guard — a man 

accused of killing and torturing dozens of people — hugged prosecutors after her 
tormentor was sentenced to 22 years in prison. 

Others wept and shook during Friday's hearing in Denver in which Kefelgn Alemu 
Worku, 62, was sentenced to the maximum prison term following a U.S. immigration 

fraud conviction. 

Worku was convicted of lying on immigration documents and stealing another man's 
identity to gain entry to the United States. He lived a quiet life in Aurora for years until 
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one of his victims recognized him. 

"If any case called for a maximum sentence, it seems to be this one," said U.S. District 
Judge John Kane.  

Kane added that giving Worku the maximum sentence is one way to demonstrate that the 
U.S. is not a haven for people committing heinous acts against humanity like Argentina 
became for Nazis after World War II. Kane said Worku's citizenship status is revoked 

and he will likely be deported to Ethiopia following his sentence. 

Worku, speaking through a translator, issued a rambling statement to the judge that 
continued for nearly an hour. He denied the accusations and said he was a victim, 

incarcerated for six years. 

"I never did the inhuman things that I am accused of. I'm not someone who would beat 
someone 30 minutes every day," Worku said. 

But Abebech "Abby" Demissie testified that Worku struck her with an AK-47, causing 

her to vomit for days. 

In another instance, Worku, after executing several prisoners, ordered other prisoners to 
drink their blood or clean their blood off the floor with their tongues, Demissie said. He 
also shot a 14-year-old boy in the stomach. 

"I still remember Worku's characteristic arrogant smirking smile. The smirk I saw on his 

face after he had shot 14-year-old Hailu Tadesse was the same kind of grinning smile he 
gave me while I was testifying against him after the Honorable Judge Kane ordered him 

to turn his face towards me in order to let me identify him," Demissie said. 

Following the sentencing Demissie hugged members of the prosecution team. She said 
she felt a great sense of relief after she was able to testify at Worku's trial. 
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Abby Demissie arrives at federal Denver court to testify Kefelegne Worku tortured her 
and shot two boys. (Kirk Mitchell, The Denver Post) 

"I believe Worku would obtain some peace of mind if he admits he committed crimes 
against humanity in Ethiopia," Demissie said. She said he should disclose where bodies 
of victims were "dumped." 

Worku was convicted in October of three charges related to forging immigration papers 

in 2004 to come to the U.S. He was arrested in 2012. 

Worku, a former member of the Marxist Derg junta, could be deported to Ethiopia, where 
he was sentenced in November 2000 to death for torturing 101 people to death. 

During his five-day trial in October, torture victims testified Worku was a brutal guard at 

the Higher 15 prison in the late 1970s. 

According to a federal document, it is unlikely the sentence would be carried out in 
Ethiopia, where many members of the Derg junta have been pardoned, according to a 

report. 

Kirk Mitchell: 303-954-1206, denverpost.com/coldcases or twitter.com/kirkmitchell 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


