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The Unjust treatments of Ethiopian Refugees Must Stop! 

Perpetual repression coupled with poverty has driven able bodied Ethiopians out of the 

country. Sadly, the deal between the Ethiopian government and the like minded rogue 

regimes created inhospitable situations to Ethiopian asylum seekers.  The dictatorial 

regime in Ethiopia has handed over a huge chunk of arable land to the Sudanese 

government as a reward for its cooperation to repatriate or deport Ethiopian refugees.  

Unfortunately, these acts of unfair treatments are taking place right at the backyard of 

the good offices of the UNHCR.  The sole purpose of humanitarian service to protect the 

refugees has lost its true meaning and is reduced to governmental policies.  

Ethiopians are known for their strong attachments to their homeland and never chose to 

immigrate to other lands until recent times.  They used to choose hardship within their 

own country instead of migrating to foreign lands.  The years 1974 to 1990, known as 

the Derg era (military dictatorship), changed all that.  Tens of thousands were killed by 

military junta and its goons. Thousands of others fled to the neighboring countries to 

save their lives from the ruthless and murderous regime.  Even while on the run, 

hundreds perished tragically before making it to the neighboring countries.  Decades 

have passed and regimes have changed.  Unfortunately, things are not any better under 

the current ethno-centric dictatorship of the TPLF/EPRDF.  If anything has changed, it 

got worse and as a result thousands of Ethiopians are leaving the country through the 

same routes that others before them had taken.  

Evidently under the current dictatorial regime, the number of Ethiopians leaving the 

country has increased more than ever.  The majority of the asylum seekers left their 

beloved country due to the wide spread repression in the country and the absolute lack 
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of respect for human and democratic rights.  While the whole world has witnessed the 

massacres that have taken place in different parts of Ethiopia, some international actors 

want us to believe that the Ethiopian regime is democratic.  Such approach debases the 

real meaning of democracy!  Ethiopians flee from their country out of fear for their lives 

and wellbeing.  There is no security for Ethiopians who do not support the regime, leave 

alone for active opponents.   

The ethno-centric dictatorial regime in Ethiopia rules by terror.  Hence, a terrorist regime 

could not be a deserving partner in the war against international terrorism.  The ethnic 

dictatorship in Ethiopia is one of the worst regimes in the world where free and 

independent media is suppressed, where mass media is controlled by the government, 

where government incites and encourages ethnic violence, where political opponents 

are thrown behind bars for daring to oppose the regime…etc.  In short, the regime rules 

the country with an iron fist, by terrorizing the citizens.   

Due to the skyrocketing cost of living, the high rate of unemployment, the endemic 

corruption, the basic necessities of life have become beyond the reach of millions of the 

ordinary citizens.  Finding employment is unthinkable unless one is a loyal supporter or 

a member of the ruling party or its surrogates.  As a result, the onetime proud people of 

Ethiopia who were so attached to their motherland are compelled to migrate to unknown 

destinations in drones.  Although thousands leave their homeland due to the unbearable 

political repression and persecution by the dictatorial regime, a significant number of 

Ethiopians also leave the country legally to seek employment or as contract workers.  

About 98% of the so-called contract workers are destined to work in the Middle Eastern 

countries through agencies legally operating in Ethiopia.  These contract workers are 

exposed to severe abuses, starting from their arrival right at airports. Their passports 

and return air-tickets are taken away from them by the representatives of the receiving 

agencies in the host countries.  Since the Ethiopian embassies in the respective Middle 

Eastern countries are collaborators, they do not provide any protection whatsoever to 

these citizens, whom they are supposed to serve.  Hence, our sisters and brothers in 

foreign countries are subjected to all kinds mistreatments and untold abuses.  The 

Ethiopian regime that has authorized the process has naturally turned blind eyes to all 

legitimate complaints filed by the helpless domestic workers who are languishing in the 
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Middle East.  In fact, the very same repressive regime that has continued to force 

citizens to flee from the country could not be expected to protect its citizens.  

Recent mass media reports have indicated that out of the hundred thousand survivors 

who made it to Yemen, three quarters of them are Ethiopians.  All Ethiopians that have 

made it to Yemen are denied protection and help by the UNHCR office in Yemen.  Why 

on earth should the UNHCR do that?  Is it because the murderous Ethiopian regime is 

“democratic” and a “partner in the anti-terror war”, as some actors want us to believe? 

Where is the fairness and the decency to humanity? 

The domestic contract workers in Saudi Arabia are harassed, abused, tortured by their 

employers on a daily basis. In the Sudan, Ethiopian refugees, including those with 

proper documentation from UNHCR are constantly beaten and harassed, often times, 

the young girls and women are raped. Some regimes in the third world countries are 

harsh on Ethiopian refugees mainly because they are not democratic, and they also 

violate the human rights of their own citizens.  

The unfolding event in Norway is another harsh reality we are confronted with.  The fact 

that the Norwegian government has made some agreement with the Meles Zenawi’s 

dictatorial regime, the rights of Ethiopian refugees is reduced to governments deal.  

Ethiopian asylum seekers who have lived and worked in Norway for years are doomed 

to deportation.  The plan to deport known members of opposition parties and other 

asylum seekers to the custody of the very regime they fled from is inhumane, and it 

contravenes with the Geneva Convention.  

EPRP (Democratic) urges all Ethiopians and human right advocates around the globe to 

add their voice to that of ours, and to stand for the voiceless.  We call on all democratic 

forces to show solidarity with the Ethiopian asylum seekers threatened by the planned 

deportation.  The time to express your disappointment with the act of this grave situation 

is now.  Speak out against the mistreatment of the Ethiopian refugees in Norway and 

elsewhere! 

The regime of Meles Zenawi is that same regime that has massacred the students of 

Addis Ababa University, Muslims in Anwar mosque, Ethiopians of Oromo origin in 

Woter, Amharigna speaking residents in Asebot and Arbagugu, worshippers in Gonder, 
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newly settled Ethiopians in Wolega and peaceful demonstrators in broad day light. It is 

the regime that suppresses free speech and imprisons political opponents unabashed!  

It is the same regime that has committed genocide in Gambella.  In short, the regime is 

murderous and it has no respect for the rule of law.  It does not deserve the cooperation 

of governments worthy of the name democracy leave alone returning asylum seekers to 

it. 

We call on the Norwegian government to stop deporting the Ethiopian asylum seekers to 

the gallows of the dictator they had ran from!! 

We call on the UNHCR to intervene the deportation of Ethiopian refugees everywhere!! 

 

 


