
 

 

October 28, 2018 

To Members of ‘Ya Tewlid’:                                                                                                            

Greetings to you, 

My name is Yonas Asrat; I am the son of Lt/ Colonel Asrat Desta who was the Chairman of Information 

& Public Relation Committee of PMAC (Derg) and a Congo Veteran in the UN peace keeping mission.         

I am currently living in Washington, DC area. First and for most, I would sincerely like to thank you and 

appreciate your effort for creating such website to bring awareness for all these fallen officers/soldiers 

executed in the February 3, 1977 coup as well as many fallen fellow Ethiopian brothers and sisters during 

those dark days of our country’s history. The time was indeed a horrifying and torments moment in our 

history for all of us in general and for those of us who were directly affected by it in particular. It was a 

fact that cannot be denied and put our country many steps behind. My late father Lt/Colonel Asrat Desta 

was one of the most outstanding career soldier as well as academically educated person. He served his 

beloved country very well for two administrations, the Imperial (Crown) Administration of Emperor 

Haileselassie and the Provisionary Military Administration council (Derg) under General Aman Andom 

and General Teferi Banti respectively. Thereby, in recognition of his long service he received half a dozen 

highest medals of Honor domestically and from the United Nations (UN).  

Lt/Colonel Asrat Desta was the 17
th
 course graduate of Holeta Military Academy. He later traveled 

abroad to the United States and attended two top military Academies, namely Fort Benning Military 

Academy for Infantry course and Fort Knox Military Academy for Motor course respectively in which he 

successfully completed his courses with an exceptional result. In addition to his military training, 

Lt/Colonel Asrat Desta attended Addis Ababa University (Haile Selassie the First University) in academic 

field until he won a scholarship award and returned again to the United States again in the mid 60’s.  He 

subsequently joined a school named Linfield College, in McMinnville Oregon were he successfully 

completed his education in political science and sociology as a split major and graduated with great 

honor. Then my late father Lt/Colonel Asrat Desta returned home and he was assigned to become an 

assistant Armed Forces Information Officer in the Chief of Staff’s Office at the defense head quarters in 

Addis Ababa.  

Regrettably, on that sad day of  February 3
rd

, 1977 (Tir 26,1969 EC) a total of seven officers and non- 

commissioned officers (NCO’s) were brutally executed by the Derg junta (coup) planned and carried out 

by Lt/Colonel Mengistu Hailemariam and Lt/Colonel Daniel Asfaw. Very sadly, what made it worst was 

they were buried in undisclosed mass grave yard. To this day we do not know the where about of my 

father and the rest of the officers burial site. As you also have listed it on your website, the execution 

includes: Brig/General Teferi Banti (Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council and 

The Head of State at the time), Lieutenant Colonel Hiruy Haile Selassie, Lieutenant Alemayehu Haile, 

Captain Mogus Wolde Michael, Corporal Hailu Belay, Captain Tefera Deneke and last but not least my 

late father Lieutenant Colonel Asrat Desta (Head of Information & Public Relation Committee of 

PMAC).  

Shortly after the execution of these officers, Radio Ethiopia broadcast a fabricated charge by the former 

second vice chairman of the PMAC Lt/Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam that Brig/General Teferi Banti 

and his associates had been executed because they were anti revolutionaries and secret 

empathizers/supporters of the EPRP & EDU. In addition Lt/Colonel Mengistu also claimed that he had 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hiruy_Haile_Selassie&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_Ethiopia


 

 

discovered a 47-page master plan in General Teferi's possession, which detailed how the EPRP would 

replace the "scientific socialism" of the Derg. It was a vicious and coward crime committed by Mengistu 

and his cronies just to garb power by force and rule Ethiopia iron feast.  

Nevertheless, since coming to power of our new reformist Prime Minster Dr. Abiy Ahmed, I decided to 

seize this opportunity and made a formal request for exhuming the bodies of these officers/soldiers for a 

proper and respected burial to find some sense of closure for victim’s families. Thus, after making several 

failed attempts to bring this matter to his Excellency Dr. Abiy’s attention, I have sent a letter directly to 

his Excellency PM Abiy Ahmed via Ethiopian Embassy.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank you again for putting excellent effort to bring attention and awareness 

on this matter in the highest level. I would also like to thank you for submitting a strong letter to our 

Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed. Truly, it is my and my family’s life time hope and wishes to find my 

dad’s remain and give him a proper and respected resting place and to have a final closure. I am pleased 

to see my father and his fellow colleague’s names listed on your website to seek for justice. Indeed there 

may be a light to see at the end of the tunnel. It is evident that you are a gallant fellow Ethiopians who 

really cares and respects humanity to bring the perpetrators for justice even though it was a long 41 years.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions. Also please find the YouTube link 

below, a short video clip I did in memory of my late father to commemorate his service for his beloved 

county. I also attached some pictures which can be incorporated on your website. 

Thank you 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                

Yonas Asrat Desta   

 

Lt/Colonel Asrat Desta Video Clip                                                            

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxttEAhkCOA 
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